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processes, since there is little doubt that the future will see
large quantities of alcohol employed under conditions where
we now use petrol.

We have included a short chapter on " saponifiable
oils/' and some of the methods employed in their analysis,
since a certain amount of confusion may exist as to the
points in which they differ from the so-called mineral
oils, such as petroleum. Moreover, the adulteration of
saponifiable oils with petroleum products is by no means
unknown.

We have thought it advantageous to include a description
of the methods of Sabatier and Senderens and of Paal and Skita
for the catalytic hydrogenation of hydrocarbons and other
substances.

The work of these chemists has attracted much attention
in recent years, although among technologists there exists
some misconception as to the application of their results.

We have attempted to indicate the close relations which
exist between the various types of organic compounds, and to
teach the reader how to infer the structure of a simple organic
compound from its reactions, and conversely, reactions from a
knowledge of constitution. We have chosen the practical
exercises and arranged explanatory notes with this end in
view, and have included a chapter on the characteristic pro-
perties, methods" of formation and mutual interconversion of
the more common classes of organic compounds. We have
also introduced structural formulae wherever possible.

As regards theoretical matter, we consider that a know-
ledge of the major portion of Chapter I is highly desirable for
those who wish to approach in a broad-minded and scientific
manner the manifold problems connected with the petroleum
industry.

In general, Chapters II to XII deal more especially with
petroleum products; Chapters XIII to XVII with benzene
and its derivatives; and Chapters XVIII to XX with alcohol.

It is hoped that this volume will be found useful not only
by those who are connected with the technology of petroleum,
but that it will appeal to a wider circle, especially to those
students to whom the application of the principles of pure

